authors, each idea is presented with clarity and precision. It obviously has been impossible to include more than an elementary treatment of many subjects, but this enforced brevity is in part corrected by the inclusion at the end of each chapter of a list of works of reference selected largely from English speaking sources.
This book still provides one of the best textbooks of radiation physics for both radiologists and radiotherapists. Its size has fixed limits which might usefully serve as basis for examination in a subject where the enthusiasm of some of its exponents rather outruns the practical needs of the clinical practitioners. Roentgenology of Intracranial Meningiomas by Sidney P Traub MD pp xxi +238 illustrated £5 12s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 The material on which this book is based consists of 170 cases with meningiomata studied at the Montreal Neurological Institute. The history of the subject is well surveyed and the clinical and pathological aspects are presented by comparison with the findings of previously reported series.
The quality of the numerous illustrations is excellent. The section on pneumography covers very adequately the appearances produced by meningiomata in all the common situations. The angiographic appearances are not so comprehensively illustrated and this section might well have been expanded. The radiological changes seen in the straight X-ray films are very well presented and discussed, but more correlation with the clinical findings would have added interest to this chapter and elsewhere.
This book gives a comprehensive and easily followed survey of the radiological findings and a very full list of references to previous work is appended. The first edition of this book was prepared under the auspices of the United States Naval Dental School, and was published in 1956. Now the U.S. Navy has relinquished its claim on the publication, and this edition has been prepared by the three authors mainly responsible for the original production. The format remains the same; there are five main sectionson histology and embryology, developmental disturbances, diseases of the teeth and supporting structures, diseases of the oral mucosa and jaws, and neoplasms. Each section is profusely illustrated; indeed, as modestly stated in the preface to the first edition 'the volume is an atlas in the strictest sensea book ofpictures'. These are accompanied by a brief text, no more than a running commentary on the pictures but a masterpiece of selection and compression. The reader is also provided with a bibliography of several hundred selected articles, and each reference includes the full title of the article concerned. Naturally, it is possible to find points on which one would disagree with the authors, some of the illustrations are rather unnatural in colour, and a few do not show clearly the important features of the disorder. However, the general content and standard of production are so high that these are minor criticisms; for those concerned with disorders of the mouth and jaws this atlas will be a constant source of information. The authors and the publishers have every reason to be proud of this excellent book. Chagas writes of the fate and elimination of curares, and shows that acidic mucopolysaccharides are important in tissue binding. Taylor presents the results of a study with a tagged depolarizer, from which it appears that voluntary muscle can take up considerable quantities of depolarizer, but that this uptake is partly inhibited by curare. Paton & Waud do much to clarify thinking by distinguishing between occupancy and activation and by postulating that the rapid making and breaking of a chemical bond is required for activation. A drug which dissociates slowly will thus produce low activation but a high occupancy of receptor sites and will result in a block with little initial excitation. Cavallito considers the effect of ionization and intermolecular forces on receptor-drug attachment. Zaimis examines the discrepancies arising from the study of neuromuscular block in various laboratories, and attributes much of it to differences in experimental techniques.
The Study Group was a meeting at which pharmacologists discussed their subject in technical language, and this report represents the latest views. Clinicians will find it hard going.
